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This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 of the above-identified application. 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to any utility or plant application filed prior to June 8, 1995, or 
to any design application. See Instruction Sheet for RCEs (not to be submitted to the USPTO) on page 2. 
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and amendments enclosed with the RCE will be entered in the order in which they were filed unless applicant instructs otherwise. If 
applicant does not wish to have any previously filed unentered amendment(s) entered, applicant must request non-entry of such 
amendment(s). 
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a. D Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 CFR 1.103(c) for a period of 

months. (Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i) required) 

b. □ Other 



[Fees | The RCE fee under 37 CFR 1.17(e) is required by 37 CFR 1.114 when the RCE is filed. 

a. S The Director is hereby authorized to charge the following fees, or credit any overpayments, to 

Deposit Account No. 01-1250. 
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ii. Extension of Time fee (37 CFR 1.136 and 1.17) Order No. 04-0182.01 . 

iii. □ Other 
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c □ Payment by credit card (Form pto-2038 enclosed) 

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not 
be included on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038. 
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submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form 
and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, 
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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT & RESPONSE TO FINAL OFFICE ACTION 

This amendment accompanies a Request for Continued 
Examination. Applicants respond to the Final Office Action 
mailed November 26, 2003. 

Amendments to the claims are reflected in the listing of 
claims which begins on page 2. 

Remarks begin on page 4. 
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